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Pursuant to due notice, the Special Permit Granting Authority held a Remote Public Hearing on Thursday,
August 13, 2020 at 7:30 pm, on the petition of Bank of America requesting a Special Permit pursuant to
the provisions of Section 22A and Section 25 of the Zoning Bylaw for replacement of an existing two-
sided standing sign with a two-sided standing sign that will exceed the square footage allowed by right,
with less than required setbacks at 342 Washington Street, in a Business District.

On April 3, 2020, the Petitioner filed a request for a hearing before this Authority, and thereafter, due
notice of the hearing was given by mailing and publication. In accordance with Chapter 53 of the Acts of
2020, the hearing was scheduled for August 13, 2020.

Present at the public hearing were Kristine Hung, Esq., representing Bank of America (BOA), the
Petitioner, and Maryellen McCarthy, Philadelphia Sign Company. Ms. Hung said that the request is for a
special permit for a sign at 342 Washington Street, which is at the corer of Abbott Road and Washington
Street, in a Business District. She said that BOA recently updated their corporate logo and over the past
year has been replacing signs nationally to reflect the updated logo. She said that the request is to replace
the existing free standing sign with a new free standing sign of the same size and location on an existing
stone pedestal. She said that the proposed sign is double faced, three feet in height by six feet in width,
for 18 square feet per side. She said that because it is a double sided sign, it will exceed the 25 square feet
that is allowed by right. She said that the sign is within the 15 foot setback, 12.4 feet to Abbott Road and
9.2 feet to Washington Street. She said that the double sided sign and the location of the sign is
appropriate because the building is set back from the street and the sign needs to be big enough and in that
location so that vehicles driving by from both directions on Washington Street have enough time to see
the sign and have sufficient time to react to turn into the property. She said that the proposed sign will
have the same dimensions and location as the existing sign and the only change will be the corporate logo.

A Board member said that no plot plan was submitted. Ms. Hung said that the aerial photograph that was
submitted shows the dimensions to the streets. The Chairman said that the proposed sign will replace in
kind the sign that is there.

A Board member discussed the Design Review Board (DRB) and Planning Board recommendations. Ms.
Hung said that the proposed logo is smaller than what BOA normally has. Ms. McCarthy said that the
existing sign has a gray background. She said that the background of the new sign appears white in the
rendering but will be Garbo Silver, similar to the sign that was recently installed at 185 Linden Street in
Wellesley.
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A Board member asked about what appears to be a red end cap on the sign. Ms. McCarthy said that the
back of the sign is red and will be visible from Washington Street. She said that there is no end cap. She
said that it is a two sided sign with an indented center that is approximately one third of the depth into the
sign on both sides. She said that the red insert is part of the design for the program. Ms. Hung said that
illumination will consist of a spotlight shining up.

A Board member asked if there was a permit for the existing sign. The Executive Secretary read an
excerpt from ZBA 2000-81 for a special permit granted to Fleet Bank for an internally illuminated, two
sided standing sign with less than required setbacks.

A Board member said that he would not want to see BOA have a different logo in Wellesley from what is
in every other location in the United States.

The Chairman said that the sign has been in that location for many years, so this should not be considered
to be a new sign.

The Board discussed inserting a condition for turning the light off at the sign by 10 pm. The Board
confirmed that the drive thru at the back operates for 24 hours and there is also an ATM inside the door.

There was no member of the public who wished to speak to the petition.

Statement of Facts

The Petitioner is requesting a Special Permit pursuant to the provisions of Section 22A and Section 25 of
the Zoning Bylaw for replacement of an existing two-sided standing sign with a two-sided standing sign
that will exceed the square footage allowed by right, with less than required setbacks at 342 Washington
Street, in a Business District.

Letter of Authorization, dated 3/31/20, signed by Lisa E. McGinley, Assistant General Counsel, Bank of
America, letter to Zoning Board of Appeals, dated 4/3/20, signed by Kristine H.P. Hung, Addendum A,
Sign Information, Plan View, Elevation and Side View, Section Details, dated 12/23/18, Aerial
Photograph, Existing & Photosimulations, Surrounding Photos and Neighboring Signs, dated 3/30/20,
prepared by PhiladelphiaSign, were submitted.

On February 11, 2020, the Design Review Board reviewed the application and voted unanimously to
recommend approval of the sign, subject to a recommendation.

On August 12, 2020, the Planning Board reviewed the petition and recommended that the Special Permit
be denied.

Decision
This Authority has made a careful study of the materials submitted and the information presented at the

hearing. The subject sign is a replacement of an existing two-sided standing sign with a two-sided
standing sign that will exceed the square footage allowed by right, with less than required setbacks.
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It is the opinion of this Authority that replacement of an existing two-sided standing sign with a two-sided
standing sign that will exceed the square footage allowed by right, with less than required setbacks, will
be in harmony with the general purpose and intent of Section 22A of the Zoning Bylaw, as the sign scale
will be will in reasonable relation to development scale, viewer distance and travel speed, and sign sizes
on nearby structures; sign size, shape, and placement will serve to define or enhance architectural
elements of the building and will not unreasonably interrupt, obscure or hide them; sign design will be in
reasonable continuity with the mounting location, height, proportions and materials of other signage on
the same or adjacent structures; sign materials, colors, lettering style, illumination and form are
reasonably compatible with building design, neighborhood context and use; and sign size, location design
and illumination are not judged to present a safety hazard to vehicular or pedestrian traffic.

Therefore, a Special Permit is granted for replacement of an existing two-sided standing sign with a two-
sided standing sign that will exceed the square footage allowed by right, with less than required setbacks,
subject to the following condition:

e Lighting of the sign shall be turned off no later than 10 pm.

The Inspector of Buildings is hereby authorized to issue a permit for the sign upon receipt and approval of
a sign application and any other materials he may require. No sign shall be installed until said permit has

been issued.
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NOT VALID FOR RECORDING UNTIL CERTIFIED BY TOWN CLERK

In accordance with Section 11 of Chapter 40A of the Massachusetts General Laws, | hereby certify that
twenty (20) days have elapsed after the within decision was filed in the office of the Town Cler1.< for the
Town of Wellesley, and that no appeal has been filed, or that if such appeal has been filed, that it has
been dismissed or denied.

Date:
Attest:
Cathryn Jane Kato
Town Clerk
APPEALS FROM THIS DECISION, Q. Rand, til Loechinii
IF ANY, SHALL BE MADE PURSUANT 7. Randolph Becké}, Chairman
TO GENERAL LAWS, CHAPTER 40A,
SECTION 17, AND SHALL BE FILED
WITHIN 20 DAYS AFTER THE DATE s . () Koo
OF FILING OF THIS DECISION IN THE Robert W. Levy v d
OFFICE OF THE TOWN CLERK.
A ; 2

{\

FAaver onpy

Derck B. Redgat_e '
cc: Planning Board

Inspector of Buildings
Irm
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